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A 
DECLARATION 
of the Duke of Roma x 


Peere of France, &c. 


Containing the iuſtneſſe of rea- 


ſons and motiues which haue obliged 
him to implore the aſſiſtance of the 


King of Great Britaine, to take 
ar 410 the deſence of the Re- 
formed Churches. 


Might content my ſelſe 
t oppoſe the ſinceritie 
F of all mine actions againſt 
che blame which 1gno- 
rant or malicious perſons 
TS f will yndcriake to poure 
ks vpon mine innocencie, 
and vpon the neceſſitie 
of my reſolution: It might 
A3 ſatisſie 


: 2) 


ſatisße me iſ I. bad no regard, but to my ſelſe to in- 
deauour to doe better, and to leaut enuy, and ſtan- 


der for a chaſtiſement to the calumniators, the equi 


table ud gement of gdod people, is to me in ſtead of 
an honourablerecorpen-e, and will alwayes giue 
mee more latisfaction then the blame of wicked 
people is able to doe me diſpleaſure. 
But for as much as at the ouerture of ſo great and 
extraordinarie things which happen among men, 
every one diſcourſeth according to his f:ntafie, ind 
oft-times euill interpretation: doe ſyrmount aboue 
the moſt ſound opinions, and that above Allifilence 
is taken for a conteſſion ot the fact, and that Spirits 
which are facile, and cific to be pterfwaded, it they 
bee not inſtructed in the truth, doe readily ſuffer 
rhemſclues to bee ſurprized, and drawne to crror; 
from whence commetir ſach diverfnic of ſpecch a- 
mong vt, and the deuiſion of, hearts; torne by con- 
trarie apprehenſions, alwayes accompanied with 
weaknelle, and followed with ruine; and that the 
comming of: ſſtangers ito the Kihgdome/which 
men belceue (and I dog. not deny it g haue beene 
rocured by the care of my hrother,. and my ſelfe, ) 
all bee for a long time til ſubieQ of all the good, 
or of all the euill whjch (hall be. diſcourſed of either 
within or wittiouc this Ringdome: I have thought 
je my duty to put to lighrthys ſmall Diſcoutſe. roju- 
ſtiße thus action to all the world, ro make it appea 
*cuen vnto our enemies, that it is 9 
an evidenc right, and to om friends that wee haue 
beene thereunto conſtrained by the moſt poyyerfull 
lawes of neceſſij rx. 
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It is well knowne to all men by what reaſons [ 
was, bound to conclude. the peace an the treatie be- 
fore Montpellier, wherein | had thought all at once 
to procure deliucrance,and reſpiration to the Church 
of God, to my King the honour and glorie which 
hee could deſire, and peace, and repoſe to the 
whole State, which was thereuato ſo abſolutely 
neceſſatie: co areſt the progreſſe of the King of 


Spaine, who outragiouſly ſpurned with his feere the 


beſt, and moſt faithfull Allies of this Crowne, that 
bee might the better come with greater facility to 
the — of this Monarchie, after the which hee hath 
long gaped: and the more eaſily ro attaine this peace, 
wee haue yeelded our ſelues with a full confidence 
into his Maieſties hands, that we might be indebted 
for our deliuerance, next after God, to his onely 
goodneſle, having for a precious gage of our rec ſla- 
bliſnment, and preſervation, his ſacred word, I was 
rſwaded thereunto (belides the reaſons aboue 
mentioned) by the Letters of the King of Great 
Brittaine, and of eminent men amongſt vs, which 
did giue ic ſtimonie to haue yet much zeale for the 
Church. , | 
But I know not Wand what Councell the 
word which his Maieſtie confirmed vnto me all the 
time till hee came to Lyons, and afterwards by ma- 
ny letters, was found ſo ſuddenly altered, the pub- 
Ike faith violated, and all our deere, and moſtneceſ- 
ſary liberties oppreſſed. | 
For in ſtead of re-eſtabliſhing according to the 
AQs and Conditions of the Peace of CMonnt- 
pelier, in its firſt eſtate, the Magiſtracy is changed 
and parted in two by violence: a Citadell builr, 


as a fublike monument, eiected to condemne or 


SN 
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(i) 
to kill our Conſcience: and. Garriſon of foure 
thouſand men maintained within the Towne, to 
the inſupportible vexation of all the Inhabirancs. 
In Read of demoliſhing the Port of Roche accor - 
ding to the ſame promiſes ſpecified in his Maic- 
ſties acts, they haue augmented and fortifyed it 
with all things neceffary for a long and perpe- 
cual eſlablimment, and from the ſame doe plot 
many. enterpriſes againſt the Towne, which being 
diſcouered, were authoriſed, not onely by impuni- 
1 5 euen by recompences giuen to the vnder- 
takers. 

The exerciſe of our religion is not reeſtabliſhed 
in the places from whence it was expelledduring the 
warre, but euen during the peace many other 
Churches are in inthe (ame perſecution, di- 
uers Paſtors impriſoned, Edict and Declarations 
made againſt the lihertis of diſcipline, as it appea- 
reth by che preſence of Commiſſaries in the Eccleſi- 
aſticall Aſſemblies. And in hatred of the Religion 
many places are — and razed in time of peace. 
as Caumont, Caſtiflon, Pont - Orſon, and others: 
The Chamber of the Edict i Court of Iuftice for 
thoſe of both Religions) within the Towne of Ca- 
ſtres is not reeftablilhed 28 it was promifed, but is 
cransferred ro Beziers a ſeditious rowne, and of a 
contrary religion. They torture, rormenc and fend 
to the Gallies men thut are innocent and of reputati- 
on, vpon vagrounded ſuſpicions, and invented ac- 
cuſatioms: They dtuide our Magiſtrates by a decree 
as at Patnies: they confiſcarethe Foun part of our 
goods vnder title of repriſals. To conclude, they 
doeall things otherwife then was promiſed by the 
treatie. I made vnto the King moſt humble, and re- 
iterate 
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iterate remonſtrances by letters and deputation, but 
in the end chey were offended with my complaints, 
and imputed them as a crime; the King by an ex- 
preile letter impoſed Silence vpon mee, and pro- 
hibited mee any more to releeue the intereſt of 
our Churches, and procceded ſo faire as to offer 
commiilions to certaine neighbour Gentlemen of 
that place of my retreate, with great pionules, to 
ſeize vpon my perſon, either aliue or dead: and for 
prooucs of that, chey haue lately ſent one to m. tiher 
me, Wiich narrowly miſſing of hi purpote, ſhoo- 
ting of a Piſtoll at me burnt my Ruffe, and kild one 
which ſtood next behind nice, hauing beſore 
di vulged among thoſe of our religion, by men wa- 
ged, and payed to that end, that I had ſould the 
libcrtie of our Churches, and had receiued the dam- 
nable reward of their laſt infalliable deſttuction. And 
to couer voto ſtrangers of our religion the deſigne 
which they had for our perdition, they publiſſi in 
brute onely warre againſt the Spanyard, the league 
with other Princes, and States intereſſed, wlulſt 
that vnderhand by the inter miſſion of a Legat, peace 
is treated with him; and finally was concluded, as 
the time did make it appebre, leaning for a prey vn- 
to him thoſe which they had animated, and armed 
out of thoſe hopes, whilſt they prepared vellcls, 

and all equipage neceſſary to blocke vp Rochel. 
The affayres we e reduced to ſuch teatmes that 
Jountpelier was captiue, . ee Yoon the point 
to bee the like, all the Churches of this Kingdome 
threatned with bondage, and for mine owne parti- 
cular, I was cruelly vlcered to fee my ſelfe made 
ſo blacke with Calumnies, as if J had by preuari- 
cation contented to the mine, and oppreſſion of 
B ſo 
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ſo miny poore p:ople, th? complaints whereof 
peirced my heart, and mide mie to fecle a 
more inſupportable dolour then all the reſt of my 
ſutferiags. A 

Being preſſed with ſuch diſpleaſures, when all 
hopes of bettering our condition were taken away, 
and that by expreſſe letter: tliey gaue vs to vnder- 
Rand, that the de ſite of changing our condition, or 
to require it, ſhould bee for the time to come the 
greateſt, and the moit vnpardonable of ali our 
crimes, and that if it wee not preuented by ſome 
bold, and prompt reſolution, Rocha would be lit; 
my brother proiected the enterpriſe of Blazer, from 
whence inſued the precedent warre with ſuch ſne- 
ceſſe, as is knowne to all men, and which notwith- 
ſtanding by the prouidence of Almighty God, fi- 
niſhed with greater aduantage for our Churches, 
then wee ſhould hauc hoped for : Inregard that che 
King finding it convenient that the peace ſhould be 
cbch.ded through the intervention of the Ambaſſa- 
dors of En lend, who by vertue of their cõmiſſions 
bound thei / Maſt er to the inuiolable obſeruation of 
the treat ie, and that by wr ;tings, and an authenticall 
act, by them ſigned, and ſealed with their ſeales of 
Armes, which were in their behalſe ſent vnto vs by 
Monſicur de Montmartin, (at the time, when I had 
conuoeated the Aſſembly at Ni/mes,for the accepta- 
tion of the peace,) in two Originals, whereof the 
one is at Rochell, and the other with me, which con- 
taine in expreſſe tearmes as followeth: That they gia⸗ 
vs ſuch aſſurance, that rhe King of great Britaine will 14- 
bonr by bis mnterce ſions PEI 2 our moſt baneble ſu ppti- 
cation; to abridge the time fer the demoliſting of the Fort 
Lewis, fox the which they ar <Ambaſſadonrs gave vs alt 
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ſuch Royal! words and promiſes as weconld deſire, And 
the ſaid Monſieur de AMontmartin did aſſure mee 
from him in that bchalfe, that they being returned 
into England would cauſe to bee delivered vnto my 
brother another AR ſigned with the Kings owne 
hand, which ſhould containe in expreſſe termes, wir. 
T hat sf the King ſhould refwſe, or tos long deferre the 
rating of the ſaid Fort, and the wire 0bſcrnation of the 
freaty of the peace, the ſaid King of Great Britaine would 

all the forces which 921 hath giuem him to main- 
Faine his word and to make vs ſuly to nioy thoſe things 
which hane beene pronuſed by the anſwers and declaratt- 
ons of bis Miueflie, and by the aft of the imternention of 
bis Ambaſſadors, Which gauc vs hope, that either 
the conditions of this peace ſhould be more exactly 
obſerued then thoſe of the former, or in caſe of new 
oppreſſions, we ſhould haue for our warrant to ſu. 
ſtaine vs him who made himſelfe the Mediator of 
the treaty, interpreter of words giuen and pledges 
for the inuiolable obſeruation thereof. 

But we haue beene ſo ynhappy, that although it 
ſcemed vnto vs that this peace built ypon ſo weake 
foundations ſhoul i continue many ages, yet not- 
wirhſtanding it was worſt obſerued then all thoſe 
which haue beene violated with more licence, and 
leſſe conſideration: For after that the Kings Coun- 
ſell had reuoked all promiſes which they had made 
to all which are allied to the Crowne, 
to ſigne and conclude the league againſt the Span- 
yard, they made a ſhamefuil peace with him, and 
haue equally contemned all the the Edits which 
were giuen vs to moue vs to lay downe the armes 
wee had then taken vp for our ncceſlatry defence: 


For the Edict was not verified in the Parliaments, 
| B 2 but 
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but wich modifications, which deſtroyed them; nei- 
ther could we with all our ſuits ever obtaine to haue 
the ſaid modification to bee read : And in ſtead of 
r#zing the Fort of Rochell, and to de'tuer the go- 
uernment thereof fromſovldicrss according tothe 
promiſes; They haue onthe contrary filled the Fort 
vith new munitions, giuen the keeping of it to a 
favorite, and mul iplied the ſouldiers within the 
Iſles; They haue drawne and built mighty Forts, to 
hold them in a per petuall (eruicude, and to take frõ 
Nerbell all hope of liberty for the time to come; they 
haue with impunity made enterprizes vpon the 
towne. They would exile the Paſtours which were 
affectionate to the conſeruation thereok; they haue 
filled the coaſt with ſhippes of warre, and by land 
they haue hindered them fro gathering their fruits 
ar Sea they haue arreſted the ſhips which brought 
corne for their prouiſion; They haue oppreſſed their 
merchandiſe with new ſubſidies, and by this meanes 
doe ſpoile their commerce: To conclude, they 
haue made them vnder the name of peace to feele 
the hardeſt conditions which they might ſuffer du- 
ring the calamity of thewarre : and for the height 
of kf evil,chey maintaine within the incloſure of che 
walls CommitTaries being armed with emiment au- 
thority, who inſolently doe labour to oppreſle the 
reſt of their liberties, and to ſubuert all the founda- 
tions of their ſubſiſtance. 1307 ' 
In the meane time the generality of our Churches 
hach not beene more fauourably vſed for the Com- 
milſaries, who though they were alwayes promiſed, 
neuer came within the provinces for the execution 
of tHe BdiQ; nor the exerciſe of ouy Religion was 
acucrre-cftabliſhed in the places. where it — or- 
= ained 
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dained by the declaration that it ſhould be replanted- 
by meanes whereof there are more then forty Chur- 
ches of great importance deſtitute of this conſolati- 
on. Our Temples are by the ſame iniuſtice and vio- 
| lence alwaies detained from vs as they were before. 
And euen ſince the peace, in diuers places they haue 
committed new barbarous inſolencies vpop this ſub- 
jectʒ among others the Cardinall of Sourdis, and the 
Baron of Peraut, all which remaine without repara- 
tion, and without puniſhment: And by an Edict 
of freſh date the 14. of Aprill, in this yeare 1 627. 
they tearme, the liberty of our Religion, a ſimple to- 
leration, vntill (as they ſay) that we he reunited yn 
der one Paſtour (that is to ſay the Pope) to make vs 
know that wee deceiue our ſelues in beleeuiag that 
the moſt iuſt liberties which haue beene granted vs 
ſhould be perpetuall and inuiolable: And in the 
ſame Declaration they doe intirely onerturne all the 
diſcipline of our Churches, for the doe abſolutely 
int erdict all the Paſtours to mae any politicke af- 
ſemblies, althougk they bee hut onely for the 
liberty of our — che aſſuxance which 
is giuen ynto ys to mains gigethem : And by a like 
draught of the pen they blaſt all the PaRours which 
are not borne within the, Kingdome, taking away 
their liberty to come into the Eceleſiaſticall allem - 
blies Prouinciall or Nationall: And they probibit 
vs to giue or lend Paſtours to ſtrange Church es ar 
Vniuerlicics, or to receiue any from them without 
expreſſe permiſſion from the King. They command 
them that are without, to returne without delay, 
and yer notwithſtanding they ſay that they may not 
re-enter into their houſes Without Len ers Parency 
from the King, counterſigned by 2 Seeretary of 
State, and lealed with the great Seale : To conclude 


they impoſea yoak ſuch, as our farhers never heard 
of, B 3 | The 
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The Church of Ru hꝛuing deſired che Lord of 
Peillerx his Miniſter to come preach to them hee 
was forbidden to goe, to the end to take away for 
the time to come, the liberty of our Churches to 
prouide themſelues of Paſtours whoſe doctrine and 
piery ſhould be forthe ediſication of every one, and 
not to haue power ta call others, but onely ſuch as 
ſhall be to the liking of the Miniſters of the State, vn- 
to whom from henceforth wee muſt addreſſe out 
ſelues for the like affaires, and ſo to deſtroy the au- 
thority of Aſſemblies and Synods, and the order hi- 
therto here maintained in our Churches. The repri- 
ſall of our goods are al wayes in force & vereue,and 
if from the Chamber of the Edict ſome equitable 
ſentenee be obtained, here is preſently found an e- 
luſion by calling the matter into the Kings Counfel, 
or by ſome contrary iudgement of the Parliament 
iuen at the of a Procurator generall which 
h make the former void and of none effect: 
And they haue condemned diuers perſons for caſes 
aduowed by the Generall, and aboliſhed by che E- 
dict; and ethers are burthened with great fines for 
the like ſubiect and morequer there are more then 
200 Warrants giuen in the Province of Languedoc, 
to take priſoners in hatred ofche precedent commo- 
rions, which conſtraine a multitude of perſons whoſe 
lines are without reproach , co baniſh themiclues 
from their ordinary habitations, leauing their fami- 
lies deſolate, to goe ſeeke their liberty, and t he aſſu- 
rance of their lives. The Townes which are yet left 
vs in diuers places, doe ſerue no more for retreats 
for choſe which haue beene therein refuged in the 
former troubles, mine one houſe filled with peo- 
ple which are driven from their one habitations, 
and expoſed to all igjurics for the ſame ſubiect. And 
in diuers places they haue detained in chaines, ad- 
iudged 
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iudged to fines, and threatned with more grieuous 
puniſn ment divers perſons, for ſpeaking or writing 
according to our docttine, and againſt the opinion 
of tue Church of Rome, as at Lyons, Aix,Bexjercand 
Montpe lier. 

At Niſmes in hatred that I had there my retreat, 
they hiue there ſtirred vp all the perſecutions that 
migh. be imagined: They haue ſent Commiſſaries 
to appoint Magiftrates contrary to the priuiledge of 
the place, And the Conſuls c1eared they haue in- 
terdicted them by Decrees, and giuen out warrants 
for the attaching of their bodies, aud neuer yet in 
Kings Countell could they haue any juſtice . and in 
hatred of that which Monſieur 4* Ave had done in 
accepting generouſly the charge of Conſull, they 
haue lodged in thoſe places which belong vnto 
him cerraine Companies of horſe to eate 
them vp. And was neuer any amongſt vs who 
either for the generall or for the particular ſince the 
Peace, ſuing in any requeſt co the Counſell groun- 
ded vpon the Edict, hath obtained ought, but great 
expences, vnptoſitable ſutes,, cotitinuall mockes or 
brauadoecs, and moſt birter temptatious to bind him 
either through ſeare or hope to make ſhipwracke of 
his faith. 

I doc not here ſet downe the perſecutions which 
I ſufferin mine owne particular, as ſome haui 
for kire ſought my life, and remaine — 
and che Auocates which plead my cauſe haue beene 
euill intreated and ſu/pended from their charge in 
the Chamber at Ages : and ſtill they ſeeke by 
Diabolical practices the meanes for to take away 
my life, whereof I dare not com plaine, fear» 
ing thereby to pre cure ſome great aduaniage and 
honour to thoſe which make themiclues inſtru- 

a ments 
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ments of ſuch com lly& diſloyall attempts: And 
that choſe which haue forged the deceit by whom I 
was accuſed to haue made ſome enterpriſe vpon 
Sommerrinthe time of peace, who being diſcouered 
haue receiued no kinde of puniſument, in ſuch fort 
that the principalt Officers who ſa:e in judgement 
acknowledging mint innocencie, ſaid notwithſtan- 
ding that ic was important for the ſeruice of the 
King not to haue ic maniteſted: And that my Lady 
my mother hauing ſought her reſuge within Ræchel 
for her fafety, and to giue order for her affaires 
chere, they haue vſed all poſſible meanes to haue her 
forth,celliag che Inhabitants that ſhe as the onely 
obſtacle to che accompliſhment of the promiſes 
made vnto them for their deliuerance: And this 
inſtanee was made after that her houſes, and my 
fiſters were full of gariſons, who hau: outragiouſly 
bearen her officers, and committed all che moſt re- 
proachablc inſolencies: Which notwithſtanding 
are things which I would hold hidden in my bo« 
ſome, if che perſecutions which they haue made mee 


coſuffer were not the reward of that vc they think 


they owe me, for che intite affection which I haue 
alwayes ſincerely ſhownetor the good and for che 
preſeruation of all our Churches: But in this cauſe 
Idoe not deſite tkæt my inter eſts ſhould bee had in 
conliderarion: if 4 were my ſelfe alone to ſuffer all 
theſe miſeries,my feeling thereof ſhould neuer goe 
beyond the complain it it mighit ſo ple iſe Almigh- 
ty God only for me to be caſt into the ſea ſo the tem · 
peſt might bee appeaſed : I ſhould alwaies bee 
well conrent to ſacrifice my go de, and mp life, for 
che traaq uilitie of the ſtare, and for the preſeruation 
ofthe Church of God, more then the which I con» 
feſſe that th er is noching vhich càn be more deare 
and precious yato me. 
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This is in Summe the matter of eur griefe, whereof 
cuery piece might ſerue tor the Subic& of a very long 
and deplorable Hiſtory : to thoſe which ſuffer whercof 
notwithſtanding reſulteth that they will neither admi- 
niſter mercy nor iuſtice vnto vs, nor no promiſes, nor 
other, no Edits, no Declarations, nor Acts can couer 
vs from the perſecution which vexeth vs, nor from 
greater calamities which threaten vs; neither is there 
any faith, how publike and eminent ſocucr the break 
ing whereof, for our deſtruction, is not made a glory; 
And it is more firmly teſolued then euer, to put in 
practiſe to our coſt this ſanguinarie Maxime, that there 
is no faith to be kept with Heretickes, for our enemies 
cannot loſe the deſire they haue for our perdition, exe- 
pecting the * — and power ſufficient to exe- 
cute it, and in the concluſion, all the eſſentiall conditi. 
ons of (Which was thought could not be denied 
vs, without an cuident iniuſtice, and which imploreth 
vengeance to God and men) are found in all the prin- 
cipall places to be infringed and violated. 

And aboue all the euils ſo great and ſo ſenſible, wee 
haue with all conuenient humilitie powred forch out 
complaints and Remonſtrances at the Kings feete, af- 
ter that we had endured them with a patience without 
example: but the practice of our enemies, and the ha- 
tred which they beare vnto our Religion, haue fo pre- 
uailed ouer the iuſtnes of our Cauſe, that themoſt hum. 
ble ſupplications of our Churches both in general and 
puticuler brought in the behalfe of a Nationall Synod, 
and by the generall Deputies, although formed con- 
trary to the Order granted by our Kings, and according 
to the commandeinent and deſire ot his Maieſtie, haue 
beene ſent away with ambiguous anſweres, or with 
words without effect, or with ſentences contrary to the 
moſt naturall iuſtice, and ſolemne Edicts, the 


power 


power of our enemies being come to this point, that 
they haue calt far off all hope of a generall aſſembly to 
draw an orderly forme of our complaints, and then 


haue finally prohibited our generall Deputies to pre- 


ſent their demands in any 3 — — to uce 
them a iece by piece, chat they might diſſipate all 
pe — our affaires, and by as — make 
our Cauſes tobe particular, aud ſo to hinder vs that we 
ſhall not bee able by any authenticall Act to verific 
che body of iniuſtices, wluch, they doe exerciſe a- 
gainſt vs. N 

Being taught by ſo many experiences that wee can 
no more hope for any iuſtice from thoſe which are o- 
bliged to adminiſter it, and that our ruine was irrcuo- 
cably reſolued in the mindes of thoſe vnto whom the 
gouernment of the State was committed, and that our 
patience, in ſtead of diminiſhing our afflictions, did 
augment them, and made them irremediable , and 
chat wee were in all places accuſed of too ſimple acre- 
dulity or of an inſenſible ſtupiditie, in the end I re- 
ſolued to ſecke other courſes then thoſe which hither- 
to had beene ſo vnprofitably vied, and more ſolid and 
firme meancs for our re-eſtabliſhmenc, 

And foraſmuch as the King of Great Brittaine was 
the Mediatcur of the peace, and by the Act of his 
Amballadours it was cautioned that it ſhould be inuio- 
lably obſerued, I beleeued that it was not onely neceſ. 
ſary, but alſo moſt iuſt to haue recourſe to him, to in- 
forme him of the miſerable eſtate of our condition, and 
to let him know what care they haue taken to deceiue 
our facility, todelude our hopes, and to deſtroy all the 
apparant grounds of our liberty, to urge the perfor- 
mance of his word, and to coniure him aſwell in my 
name as in the name of all our Churches, to interuent 
according to his promiſe, and to intercede that the 

| peace: 


os which he cauſed tobe concluded might be f. itli. 
lly executed. 

This is an Action which I ſuppoſe cannot bee bla- 
med euen by our enemies, except they be without rea- 
ſon, nor reproued by thoſe of our party, except they be 
without conſcience: For the firſt doe well — chat 
the Lawes of neceiſity are the ſtrongeit and moſt natu- 
rall, they know as well as we our ſelues the iniuſtices 
which they haue done vs, the deſolations where with 
they haue threatned vs, the ſmall eſtimation of the 
word which was giuen vs, whereof they haue a thou- 
ſand times very audatiouſſy ſaid that it was not in the 
Kings power to make vs to inioy it. So far forth, that 
the Parliaments by their vniuſt modifications haue 
cancelled and cut off che moſt important Articles for 
our ſubſiſtance ; neither doe they doubt either of the 
reſolued deſigne ſoone or late of our perdition, and 
to expell vs out of the Kingdome, or of the prepara - 
tiues which they haue mad to come to the execution, 
in beginning wich the ſubuerſion of Rochell, from the 
which by all kind of forces and plots they would race 
out the reſt of our Churches, fo that they cannot deny 
but they haue reduced ys to the vttermoſt point of ex- 
treame neceſſity. | 

Moreouer, they that haue craued and borrowed the 
forces of ſtrangers and of a contrary Religion to their 
owne to oppreſſe ys, cannot iudicioully compline that 
we haue ſought che ſuccours of our Brerhren to defend 
vs. And which is more, our liues are in queſtion, which 
they plot to extinguiſh ; our goods, whercof they haue 
violently bereft vs z our liberties, which they haue 
deſtroyed, and the greateſt of all, our Religion, and 
the confciences hich Wee haue towards Almighty 
God, of the which they would for euer deface the me- 


mory , whoſocuer will impute it a crime vnte vs to 
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ſceke all poſsible meanes to preſerue the poſſeſSion of 
things which are ſo deare and precious, is bereft of all 
naturall ſenſe, neither hath hee any. more part of 
man left him but his face, and doth declare himſelſe 
enemy to all * 1 and conſeience. 

But foraſmuch as che miniſters of the State haue 
chought good, that the Amballadours of the King of 
Great Brittaine, by a molt authenticall Act ſigned and 
ſealed in due forme, making themſelues, in the name of 
their Maſter, Mediators of che concluſion of che trea- 
ty, and obliged his authority and his word to make vs 
inioy the effect of all choſe chiags which were promi- 
ſed, and that the Act it ſelfe was conſigned vnto vs, I 
cannot perſwade iy ſelfe that they can be ſo farre vn- 
reaſonable or paſsionate, after their conſenting to ſo 
ſolemne a caution as to thinke it ſtrange that wee 
ſhould haue our recourſe to the caution, and to the 
pledge which they themſelues haue choſen andappro. 
ued of, and that we intreat him to imploy himſelfe to- 
wards the principall party to binde himlelfe by the ac- 
cuſtomed wayes betweene men of this condition to 
performe his Royall word, to diſcharge him of hi; cau- 
tion, by the ſincere and exact maintaining and obſer- 


uation of all the things which were agreed vpon, and 


without the confeſsion, whereof the difference ſhould 
ſtill remaine, and the things ſhould be in as deplorable 
termes as they were before. 

Concerning theſe among vs which would diſa 
proue this proceeding. I ſay that they cannot . 
good conſcience, except therewithall they defame with 
odious and 1 titles the generous reſiſtance of 
thoſe which haue gone before vs, and who with their 
bloods haue acchicucdys this holy and ſafe liberty for 
the preſeruation whereof we doe together at this time 
canteſt by che ſame proceedings: which haue palled. 


the 


/ 


the Sea to (ceke the ſuccours which we haue obtained: 
and which went into the heart of Germanic, to raiſe 
multitudes of people, and to bring them into this 
Kingdome, and by torce to binde their enemies to giue 
them peace and the liberty which was denycd chem, 
and to performe the promiſe, which they had broken: 
And yet notwithſtanding by the Edicts of our Kings 
they are ſtiled faithfull and obedient SubicRs and Ser- 
uants, and the memory of chem ſhall euer be bleſſed in 
the middeſt of the Church. And beſides in that which 
concerneth me, it ſeemeth vnto me that all kind ot 
right andreaſon doth authoriſe me in this purſuit, for 
hitherto in all our warres of Religion, I — had in 
theſe parts the charge of chiefe & Generall of all thoſe 
which in theſe Prouinces haue had their armes in their 
hands, for their iuſt and neceſſary defence. The firſt 
peace hat h beene fully treated with me, according to 
the power which was giuen · me by the generall allcm. 

bly : And inthe ſecond my brother and my ſelfe alone 
haue ſuſtained the charge of the warxe, and | haue been 

preſent as Generall for che defence of our Churches, 
and in the treaty and concluſion of peace, that cauti - 

onarie Act of the Ambaſſadors of firangers was deliue- 

red vnto me. And the oathes which 1 haue taken in all 

our aſſemblies doe bind mee neuer to abandon this 
cauſe, and to imploy all the power, vnderſtanding, 
and meanes which God hath giuen me for the preier- 

uation and ſubſiſtence of our Churches both in gene- 

ralland in particular, and to imploy therein whatſo. 

euer is moit deare vnto me, In ſuch ſort that I ſhould. 
now hold my ſelfe periured, and a forſaker of this ſo 

holy and ſo iuſt a Cauſe, if I (ould not by all my tra- 
uailes and meancs procure the deliuerance of ſo many 

—— — Churches, the ordinary complaints 
and ſighes whereof doc interrupt my ſleepe, waken 
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conſcience,and binde me by ſo neceſſary a duty to 
f all char I am able to doe for the caling of them, I ioyne 
thereunto the ſtrangers Caution whereof I haue ſpo- 
ken; for in regard that all our Churches haue receiued 
ic with ioy and conſolation, and haue bleſſed God that 
the peace was concluded in that manner, they did not 
beletue that it was a piece that ſhonld be knawne with 
wormes and rotten in a coffer. But that it ſhould be 
dearely kept, as the authenticall gage of our ſafety, and 
as neceſſity ſhould binde vs to make it of value and 
force to our aduantage, and to — har the force of 
them which haue taken this Cauſe in hand, againſt the 
violence of choſe which might hereafter iniuſtly op. 
preſſe vs: and tread vnderioot che promiſes Which 
were giuen for our ſubſiſtance. 5: 

It may ſeeme to ſome that I ſhould haue entred into 
communication with our Churches before 1 ſhould 
h uy reſolued for this negotiation,” and to call vpon 
the King of Great Brittaine for his promile ; But I doe 
necthirie that men of good vnderſtanding can make 
ſo triuolous a ſcruple. For among the common peo. 
ple teuery one knowerh tliat there was no ſuff,.cicut 
reſd ſitron for that; I know that all men deſired it, but 
Tſaw'rio min t. at durſt attempt it, and I felt my ſelfe 
bound in conſe ence, and authoriſed by the right a- 
tereſaid, and I ſaw that we could hope for no gencrall 
afemBly,and that all places among vs were filled with 
ſpies hired to difcoucr all good actions, and to make 
ttiem vttproſſtable, and I conſidered that to communi. 
cate ſo tickliſn a thing to many, would be to expoſe to 
che winde, and to loſe that hope which was yet left vs 

for * — rn is thocauſe that i choſe 
richer tö hazard ty IE one,chen tonegledt the in- 
tereſt of our Churches, or to expoſe any of them to 
the perſccution, whererein ſucli a proceeeding being 
uM. 
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diſcouered , they would infallibly hauebecne entan- 
gled for euer. | | 

And to ſhewthar in this negotiation J haue had no 
other proiect then may tend to the good of the Com · 
mon. wealth, haue therein employed CHMonſieur ac 
F. Blancard, whoſe zeale to the Church of God hath 
beene knowneto all men, whoſe integrity without re- 
proch was free from all fraud and deceipt, and who 
hath ſeaſoned the courage which hee hath ſhowne in 
all occaſions with a ſingular prudence, beyond the 
expectation of his age, in ſuch ſore that I hauing made 
vic of a man that was ſo entirely forthe publike good, 
and which hath ſo often expoſed his life for the pre- 
ſeruation of the liberties which yet remained vnto our 
Churches, who ſo honourably ended his life in this 


quarrell, that the memory of him ſhallbe for euer a 


good odour, I cannot be ſuſpected to haue done this 
this negotiation for any particular ambition. 

I will not; heere ſtand to make anſwere to thoſe 
which ſay that what euill ſoeuer is done vs. wee ought 
not to — it by force, notwithſtanding any right 
or neceſſity that may ſeeme to authoriſe our defence, 
but onely oppoſe thereunto a gentle patience, and a 
firme reſolution ro martyrdome: But 1 leaue the de- 
ciſion of this queſtion to diuines and Lawyers, and will 
onely content my ſelfe to ſay that ſuch ſpeeches in the 
mouthes of our enemies and of ſome of our o are 
ſuggeſted by the paſſion which they haue for our de- 
ſtruction. And it is an effect of the hire which they 
haue receiued, or are made to hope for, experience ha. 
uing taught vs to perceiue in many, that it is the diſ- 
courſe of one that is hired, and a forerunner of a decla- 
ration of an Apoſtacie. For the firſt, namely our ene- 
mies, I finde not that ſtrange, iht they endeauour to 
lulle vs aſleepe, that they may binde vs, and put out our 


eyes, 


eyes, and to impoſe the ſeruitude vpon vs wich they 
haue proiected with leſſe perill. For they are taught by 
diuers proofcs that out reſiſta nce g them to par- 
rake with vs of the feare and danger, they cannot make 
an attempt vpon our liues without hazarding of cheir 
owne,and it is ſafer and more caſie for them to cut our 
chroats in our beds, ot ta hring vs out of prilon t exe. 
cution, then go force vs in a breach or in a trench, I 
only wonder at their impudency, all che world know. 
ing tlie ſmall account which they make of ſuperiour 

powers cftabliſhed by God what leagues they haue 
made, not onc ly co, praſemæ: ir owne Religion and 

liues, but to — e Houcraigne to extermi- 

nate the others, not to binde him to peace, but 

co force him to an vniuſt and a barbarous warre a- 

gainſt his moſt affectionate ſubietts, aud faithfull ſcre 
uants; fo farre as to diſpoſſeſſe him of his Throne, and 
to proteſt that they cannot ſubiect themſelues to a 

Prince which profeſſeth a contrary Religion to theirs, 

For thoſe that are among vs, l ſuppolſe that ſome ſpeake 

out of weaknes, and out of a which they haue co 

ſee che ancient zeale kindled vs, which they 

ſuppoſe will be extinguiſhed by the licenſe of armes: 
But I doe imagine allo that many are led thereunto by 

falſnood and deceipt, being people little diſpoſed to 
doe what they ſay, and whom an hundreth crownes 
would make to wy different language, As 
for me having receiued the purity of Religion from 
my fathers, I doe indeauour to imitate their zeale, and 
rofollow their example, which (praiſed bee Almighty 
God) hath beene withaut reproach: I know right well 
chat chis point hath beene reſolued by excellent Theo- 
logians, which bee it, in piety, be in doctrine, thoſe of 
this age doe not ſurpaſſe: And I belceue that when 
God will deliuer ys by humane meanes, as oft __ by 
| them 
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them be bach reflored the exteriour condition of his 
Church, we ſhould not ſe our ſelues againtt this 
workez but we ought te r with the intirumencs 
of our deliuemuce, and to acknowledge in this, aboue 
all the bleſainga of God powred vpon the Sauns, and 
xpon the generous labouts of our anceſtours , that by 
their teme and bold reſiſtance, it hath pleaſed the Lord 


to bbertic.rcft,and proſperity to bis Clurch. 
Therefore the pubbke — ſtronger then 
our patience which by little and little made ut telfe 
E aur deſtrucuon, we had our recourſe to the 
ing of Great Britain to ohtaine, either by dus inter- 
cem or by his power that the Edicts made tor our 
ſubſiſtance might be abſcrued, and that the pro miſe 
which was giuen vs, wherein, his, alſo was ingag ed for 
our libertiæ, might not be violated: and that my bro- 
therby his preſence and his continuall ſolicitations, had 
gremly aduanced it, Almighty God hath giuen me the 
gracc to being it to perfection, by the imployment of 
CHonfeur da F. Elaxcard. For the King of Great 
Britaine moued wich a feruent aeale for the defence of 
the Chriſtien faich; and wich an inceſſant deſire to ſe: 
the Church of God out of, oppreſsion throughout all 
ps oftheearth, there being no place, where ſince the 
mall time chat God hath called him to the conduct ot 
his Kingtdomes that this affeRion hach not borne his 
courage, andamployed hisforces, hath imbraced this 
Cauſc wich great vigour, not moued thereunto out of 
any ambinous deſire to intrude vpon others, but onely 
out of the compaſsion, which hee hath of our miſeries, 


and the diſplealure to techis intervention wich ſo great 
indignity cantemnerl, fo farre forth as that they will 
ppreſtion of thoſe whom he de- 
to adde vnto his Crowne 
to bee the deliuerer of the 
D Chur- 


make it ſerue for the o 
lixed ta releeue; and ther 
that rich flowre of honour, 


chesof this Kingdome, which by their faith and con- 
ſtancie euen in che perſecutions haue made themſelues 
to be celebrate throughout the world. 

Moreouer, hee hath let vs know that to bee his 
onely deſigne, to the which hee proteſteth to berake 
himſelf wich ſo great firmnelle, as it hatch beene re- 
ligiouſly confirmed vnto me by men of quality, which 
hee hath done mee the honour to ſend vnto mee, that 
hee would neuer let goe his hold vntill ſuch time as 
that it ſhouldplainely appeare vnto him, that by an 
intire alſurance he bach atchieued vs a firme repoſe, and 
a ſolid contentment: requiring of vs nothing elſe but 
that which the Churches which are in the eſtate of re- 
ſiſtance, I ſhould doe my duety, not onely to approue 
the requeſt which the ſaid Sei gnicur de S.B /ancard had 
made vnto him in my behalfe, in the name of our 
Churches: but alſo to ioyne our ſelues vnto his armes, 
and not to deport our ſelues from the generall end, 
for the reſpect of any particular accommodation, and 
ioyntly with him to obtaine a good, firme, and aſſu- 
red peace, which ſhall reſtore vnto all our Churches, at 
the leaſt part of the proſperity from the which they 
are fallen. 0 3K hg 

And this is the cauſe wherefore in the name of 
God I doc ſummon choſe which haue any remain» 
der of ancient zcale in their hearts, and which hi- 
therto haue ſighed, in attending who ſhould come 
from any part for the deliucrance of the Church of 
God, and which haue alwayes proteſted , that when 
they ſhould ſce any aſſured grounds of reſiſtance or 
of ſubliſtance, they would make it a that they 
had no leſſe affection then the — 


of ſo many poore perſecuted flocks, nor ſhow no leſſe 
reſolution to ſacrifice all they haue to ſo holy and fa 
glorious an enterpriſo. 8 


There- 
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Therefore the Cauſe now in hand cannot be ſaid to 
be vniuſt; forthere was neuer any more needſull: nor 
the reſolution to enter thereinto raſh, hauing for our 
protector a Prince ſo religious, ſo fathfull, ſo neare 
a neighbour, and ſo powerfull: neither is the de- 
ſigne impatient, in regard that for the ſpace of a 
whole yeare, wee haue to ſmall purpoſe expected 
to ſee the perſecution to ceaſe, and the promiſed 
things to bee obierued: nor the execution of this de- 
ſigne criminall, foraſmuch as wee haue no other end 
but the reſticurion of the Churches by the means here. 
tofore vſed by our Fathers, fauoured of God, and au- 
thoriſed by naturall 2nd politicke right. 

As for mee, I ſhould for euer ſeele my conſcience 


charged before God, and mine honour defaced a- 


mong men, if hauing ſeene ſo many oppreisions vpon 
the Church, — which the Sonne of God bach 


ſhed his blood and indured death; 1 ſtould not ſeeke 


with all my power and meanesto eaſe it, and ſeeing (0 
2 a day of deliuerance to offer it ſelfe vnto mee, if 

ſhould not follow and embrace ſo opportune a fa- 
uour, Which wee may iuttly ſay to bee ſent vs from 
aboue; and if I had cither through conſideration 
or through delayes of ſlothfulncile diverted fo great 
a bleſsing, and refuſed an occaſion fo aduantagious 
to draw vs from the ſhame and miſerie wherein wee 
are: confeſsing freely that 1 can no longer Jiue a- 
mong ſo many publike calamitics no more then 1 
can ſuruiue after the full diſsipation of the Church, 
wherewith wee ſee our (clues ſo nearely threatn ed: 
alſo 1 belceue that all choſe which hitherto God hath 
preſcrued by ſo mary of his — maruailes, 
will not bee ſlacke to fo laudable a worke , and [ 
haue too good an opinion of the — and zealc 


of cuery one, to thinke that they withdraw 
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chemſclueschrough impiety, ot to deſtroy it che ugh 
pcrhdiouſuellc, 43 | 

And I aſſure my felfe, that time ſhall moke all 
men to ſee, that I haue not beene moucd to this 
enterpriſe our of auy deſi: e co make my ſelſe great, or 
to make any profic of the publike ruine: For at che 
{ame time I ſee my {cle cugaged to trauailes, diſtur- 
bations, and continuill watchings, to bee inceſſant- 
ly ſtirred with gree es, and expoſed io manifeſt dan- 
gers, my familie 1s conſtrained to ſceke by a vo- 
Iuntarie baniſhment among ſtrangers, the repoſe 
which it cannot finde wich me: and as my expen- 
ces increaſe, my reuenewes doe diminiſn. But my 
conſcience doch ſo preſſe mee in this Cauſe, that al- 
though | ſhould bee abandoned of all and left alone 
(which I chinke will neuer be) I am reſolued to pur. 
tuc it vntill the laſt drop of my blood, and to the 
laſt breath of my life: and — I thould goe begge 
my bread among ſtrange nations, God will giue mee 
the grace to iuſtihe vnto the world, that I neuer had 
other intent then to facriſice mine eſtate, my reſt, and 
my life, and to lay downe all my particular intereſts, 
foc the deliuerance of che Church, without hauing 
any thought which ſhall tend to the revolting trom 
the obedience and fidelity whereunto nature aud con- 
ſcience doch binde mee to the King my Soueraigne 
Lord. 

And in this caſe, (if that were all) I doe offer, 
that if the Church might bee re- eſtabliſned in her 
firſt proſperity, voluntarily to exile my ſelfe from 
this Kingdome, and to paſſe the reſt of my life a- 
mong ers as 2 priuate man, and to renounce 
all honour and worldly aduantage, and to de- 
prime my ſelfe of the good and repoſe whuch I 
thould procure for others, to meditate by wy ſelfe. 


and to celebrate wich continnall praiſes the fauour 
which God ſhould thew mee, to ſee yer once a- 
güne his poore people out of anguiſh and bon. 
dage, and to haue gotten fo great honour, 
to haue made my ſelfe the in- 
ſtrument of their de. 
Uuuerance. 


